“The Prius of My Class”

Anonymous

1 AM THE PRIUS OF MY class. 1 am efficient, burning with energy, a
friend to the environment, and 1 go the distance. But 1 am not your
basic package I come fully loaded 1ncludmg the hard to find options
of compassion and leadership. When I come to college, T will bring this
boundless force of positive energy wuh me, I will get things done. My
compassion for others and leadership skills are the building blocks |
use to bring individuals together to complete tasks. I needed these skills
when 1 had to deal with a kindergartener who was also fully loaded.
Imagine being outside on a gorgeous day. The sun is shining, flow-
ers are in their brightest colors, and an odious smell is in the air. This
is not a story about a superior smelling skill or how a bad scent can
ruin a day; instead it is about taking a compassionate leadership role
to keep him part of a community. My job for the past four summers
has been as a counselor at a day camp for elementary school children.
One afternoon while the campers were doing an art project, we coun-
selors smelled something vulgar. We subtly sniffed each camper until -
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s ;was thts a chance to: take care of the camper “but” 1t also gave me some, B
- .timeto getto know the boy personally, butldmg a bndge between the _' :

-_both ofus.i i |
L After_l ad dtscreetly pulled the boy away from the group 50 asto
av01d embarrassment we headed towards the boys bathroom. Once ;

inside, the camper confessed that he had soiled his’ pants dunng the

excitement of the group games. The solution to this situation seemed
. clear-cut: the boy would change into clean clothes and go out to play
with a smile. However, the boy had no clean clothes to change into
and adamantly refused to wear any other clothes. This is where 1 had

to get flexible. The boy could not remain in his dirty underwear, that

would be cruel and ostracizing. would not just sit outside the boys
stall keepmg him company until his mother arrived either. Like a Prius,
-1 went the extra distance. I felt compassion. for the boy and wanted to

do everything 1 could to minimize his discomfort in the present:situ-

ation. So, I found myself washing out chunky brown underwear in a
bathroom sink at the boy’s request. In the end, the camper rejomed
the group with 4 smile on his face, no mdlgmty suffered, and I learned

something about myself. I learned there is great’ ‘freedom i in forgetting
myself and being fully present with another human bemg 1 was there .

for that camper in his time of need and the connection between us

still exists years later. When one person in a society suffers the whole
community feels the negative energy. By takmg care of- the camper he .

did not suffer and the connection 1 made strengthened the camp com-
‘munity asa whole Prius: style ‘ R

1 have many talents lama glfted student I love mu51c and I enjoy
sports. The most important quality 1 will bnng to campus life-is the
ability to connect people and myself using my sense. of compassion

-and leadershlp sktlls forming harmony out of diversity. My ability to

lead and compasswn for others are not ]ust worcls“ They make things
happen in life. They are the traits. that my. peers respect’ as they have -

- elected me Secretary, Vice President, and currently Pre51dent of my 120 -

_ member nationally known Temple Youth Group Betng part of astrong

. commumty is unportant to me‘ 1 thnve in dtversrty as I can always :

B

:; L reahzed that the stench was commg from 3 cute httle klndergartner |
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L f’ the tie-in'to the' kmdergarten story

o ‘ﬁnd somethmg to connect to, somethlng toleam I strive to mamtam«f;
o a strong oimmunity and:to. meet the needs.o thosé members, even i

"mystery in'the.next fines, clearly eluctda'ng the essay’s ‘am argu- -
‘ments. He introduces key words and phrases— compasston and lead- .-
o ,'ershrp -and “go the dtstance”-—ﬁtat become, touchston
. the essay. ‘I a short essay, especrally, overusmg the eame phrases
.. is a common mistake. In this case, though the’ author uses repetttxon

to tle his’ essay together He doesn’t repeat key phrases SO0 t)ch that
"they become tiresome. lnstead he- uses them as umfymg elemen

‘that link the essay's content to its ovemdlng message as presentedv

in the mtroductory paragraph He also uses; repetrﬁon 1o hiimorous.

i 'effect, as in the recurrence of the: phrase “fully loaded"'t, Ldescnbe a’

. Prius packed with features and a kmdergartener packed with ‘well, .f
) somethlng else. Sophtsttcated uses of language ‘like: these make it
obvrous that the author crafted his essay very carefully. : D

: The soene that the essay presents in the second paragraph is skill-
fully evoke¢ When the author asks us to tmaglne bemg outside ona -
_gorgeous day, readers get ready to roft our eyes ata tlred descnptlon :
 of ‘a lovely aftemoon. The author makes use of that expectation to .+~
,amplify the rlementuf surprico when he reveals tha unploaeantevent At
atthe center of the essay.lfsa clever move, because it shows that the. -
- author is sly enough'to’ employ a cllché yet mock it at the ,same time. " R
‘In some ways, the incident at the heart of the pieceis a ,arrly'mun-* R
.. dane one. It certainly doesn't scream, “Wme a oollege essay about.' A
. mel® Butit’s memorable and it fulfills the most vlmportant funcﬁon of a o

~ by his thoughts and acttons. Fo; l'_
- dergartener’s potty training prtfall
o boy personally, butld )

- comblned with the tnventtve Pnus.metaphor £, e

~ .- The only weakness of the essay worth mentromng is 'at ;ts f nal
- -paragraph strays a bit too’ close to reitarating a laundry fist of accom- . . -

' plushmems from the author’s resume;-The ‘paragraph_ls redeemed by -
Iine i P




