Are Vaccinations a Good Idea? 

More parents are vaccinating their children following the recommended schedule.
YES

Within hours of the Disneyland measles outbreak last December, authorities began notifying the public about the outbreak and the importance of vaccination. The announcement, along with vaccinated children, proved instrumental in quickly identifying the source of the outbreak and in containing the outbreak before it could infect more unvaccinated individuals.

This case demonstrates how effective vaccinations can be in keeping the public safe. Many children already have their scheduled vaccinations, ensuring that the diseases are not spread to the public. Vaccinating children simply enhances our ability to protect people.

In some major cities, measles outbreaks and other preventable diseases have declined _ in areas where children must be vaccinated, and many cases, including deaths, have been prevented by vaccinating children. In other cities, authorities promote vaccinations during the flu season to prevent flu outbreaks. 
Opponents argue vaccinating children puts children at risk and pharmaceutical companies promote them to make more money. To address these concerns, we have rules in California allowing parents to vaccinate their children when they want to, never when the doctors want to.  Plus, we’re not forced to vaccinate children if they are ill the day of their vaccination, unless the parent approves; they are vaccinated after the illness has subsided, as a preventative tool. And they're not required to be vaccinated if the child is homeschooled or has chronic illnesses.   

The benefits of responsibly vaccinating children outweigh the risks of possible health risks. When a tool such as a vaccination can keep people safe, it makes sense to use that tool to its maximum effectiveness.
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