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Term Definition/Explanation Example 

Thesis 
The central idea in a piece of 
writing; a proposition 
maintained by argument 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Main Idea Important information that tells 
the overall idea of a text  

Topic Sentence Provides the main idea of the 
paragraph 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Details Individual parts or items 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Alike Similar  

Genre Vocabulary 
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Different Dissimilar 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Paraphrase 
A restatement of a text or 
passage, giving meaning in 
another form; to re-word 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Transition Words or phrases that connect 
ideas   

Conclusion The end or final part  

Compare To show similarities  

Contrast To show differences 
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Genre Vocabulary 
Comparison/Contrast Essay 

Introduction 
 

       ___________________ 
_________________________________
___________ 
     ___________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________  
     ___________________ 
_________________________________
___________ 
     ___________________ 
_____________________ 
_____________________ 

Body of Essay 
     ___________________ 
________________________________
____________ 
     ___________________ 
________________________________
________________________________
__  
     ___________________ 
________________________________
____________ 
     ___________________ 
_____________________ 
_____________________ 

Conclusion 
 

 

     ___________________ 
_________________________________
___________ 
     ___________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________  
     ___________________ 
_________________________________
___________ 
     ___________________ 
_____________________ 
_____________________ 

Thesis 
Statement 

 

Subjects 
 

S S S S 
S  S  S  S  

 

          __________________________ 
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
_________(paragraph)_________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________ 

Topic Sentence 
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Contrast 
 
≠  
 

Compare 
 
= 

Similar 
 

Different 
 

 

Conjunction 

and, or, but 

Transition 
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Features 

Brainstorm 
 

 

Explain 
 
 

 

Categorize  
fruits vegetables 

  

Identify 
 

Organize 
 
 

 



 

Compare/Contrast: Secondary  © WRITE Institute, October 2013 

 

 

Reflection 
 
   

Commentary 
 

 

By Similarities 
And Differences 

 

S & D  

Subject  
By Subject 

S x S  

Feature 
By Feature 

F x F  

Compare, 
Contrast, 
Connect 

C3
 


